Checklist when viewing a home:


Is it structurally sound?



Foundation (cracks, moisture)

Does it look straight (not leaning or bowing)



Check roof.  Look at edges of shingles.  If they are curling they are old.




When was it replaced last?





Will it need a tear off or can you still add to it?


Amenities



Fireplace



Air conditioning



Garage (one, two, three car) Does the door work properly?



Washer & dryer


Kitchen:  The kitchen is a big part of our lives.  Space is key.  




Space for storage, space on counters and space to move around.



Ample cabinets for storage (or room to add more)?



Counters 



Lighting 



Dishwasher



Ground fault outlet(s) If there is one, it usually means they are all linked together.


Basement 

Look for cracks and moisture (smell for moisture)



Check Furnace



Check hot water tank



* Check plumbing (locate the shut-off)



* Check electrical (look at circuit breakers)


Outside



Check siding, tuck pointing and paint



Walkways, concrete level?



Driveway, concrete asphalt level?



Lawn, Trees, Bushes healthy?



Windows: check screens and glass for broken panes.



Check entry doors for secure closing and locks.



Patio



Decks/porches?



Is the neighborhood safe and well lit at night?

Inside



Check (open and close)  windows



Flush toilets



* Run water faucets (check for pressure while flushing toilet)



Are there ample electrical outlets in each room?



Are there ground fault outlets in the kitchen and bathrooms?



Are floors level?



Is paint peeling?


General



Look at recent utility bills for both summer and winter months.



What are the taxes?



Is hiring a home inspector necessary?



* Where will the sun rise and set

* How will the sunlight affect the feel of the house inside and out?


When sitting on the deck or patio do you want sun or shade?



* How is the view?



Privacy?

* Seems minor and often times overlooked, but don’t discount these factors.

Be critical. Get in the habit of taking a critical look at each house during your search. Conduct walk-throughs the way you want to - checking out the areas that are important to you. Feel free to take pictures, use polariods or a video camera. 

